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Special Chicago Letter
Within the last few years the pra-

ctice
¬

has been growing1 among physi ¬

cians to carry tlielr drug stores with
hem The Homeopath has always

done this and with the growth of fa-

cilities
¬

for condensing strong mcdl--cin- al

properties in small pills and tab-
lets

¬

the Allopath is gradually follow-
ing

¬

in the footsteps of his brother of
thc other school

This of course lightens the burden
vof the consumer the sick who must
pay the bills and it is a progressive
step But like all such steps in prog-
ress

¬

it Is lamentable in many respects

SaOTV THET DID TWEJTr-riVE-VEA- AGO

The enerated apothecary of old is
gradually dying out There is no longer
any i icin for him and he becomes a

j uezw drjjggist a merchant in medi-
cines

¬

True a knowledge of chemistry
t

is still necessary and the pharmacist
jnust possess a general scientific educa-
tion

¬

cqufai and even superior in some
xespectstothat df the practicing phjsi
cian but his usefulness as a chemistN

analytical and manufacturing is grow-
ing

¬

less from year to year
We cannot wonder at the fate of the

apothecary when we consider the
volume of the business trans-

acted
¬

by the manufacturing chemists
or more strictly speaking manufactu-

ring
¬

pharmacists who are displacing
him Detroit St Louis and Chicago
Iboast of several large houses which sup-
ply

¬

the entire west with products
Hundreds of thousands of tablets are
turned out daily by a single firm in
Chicago The suae firm a few days
ago bought tea tons of couch grass in
one shipment all of which will be used
in the EasLEictmre of a single article

Tbsse ferns fccy tbeir crude drugs
their iregi2Me taiteria medica in tre
mecLloBs qnaacisies frozi New York
jjToksrs aad sa2ctirses directly from
Mhe jpsroiiiHsr The sails however the
jEers3mnc3ai2d S3 tliiiaore intricate
prepirasiKEE sate SsoBgii fron three
tfirms dha acre sa irssJiiSjr the only isan--- u

factnrfcsg tSsaatss altSsoorli the raan
Tufacttiriju jateuraiaicaEt rdLaarUy goes
by fheTsaaaetsBBBffi

When the xMsmmaclwzizz phznna--cl- st

has procanwi Lis crcde drug he
must dry it thoroegIy Sometimes it
is uir drled tliat is all water except
such as is held in solution by the air
within the drug but the more common
procedure is to subject the drug to
leat not exceeding 212 degrees Fahren-
heit

¬

In this way every particle of water
Is drnen oil while the volatile sub-

stances
¬

are retained
Then the drug is ground There are

many different kinds of grinders to
suit varied conditions The apothe-
cary

¬

of former times was obliged to
grind all his drugs m ith a hand machine
similar to the ordinary spice or coffee
mill A large iron mortar was also
used for pounding and smushing hard
drugs Occasionally when large quan
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ititics were to bo ground the drug was
ttakeu to some Croesus who possessed
a chaser mill This machine consist ¬

ed of a concave revolving disk which
contained the crude drug and a number
or porcelain balls which rolled about
and ground the drug into a powder
As

grinding with porcelain balls is still
in use but thn 5a tliH

T

of large hollow ball Into
are put crude drug and the porce
lain balls tho vessel is closed air tight
rind revolves until the powder has
reached the required fineness Then
5ho vessel is turned with its

directly over a small box a cov--
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S 4stomier iSTomoved The Valuable con- -

iteats dropinto the boxibdlow and little
or nonejjf it into tne airu
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But ther ars many flnigs tylwra
grinding by rapidity of motion is not
dwtraWe nh Jw gmm reeln and all
dajw eoMateing iroUtil 0s which
would I injured byfcwiting or such
drugs a machine shnar to a Wringer
with iron cylindara is used In our
large laboratories Onq of the rollers
revolves five times as fast as the other
and in this way the drug is not merely
crushed but torn to pieces The ma ¬

chine Is small and revolves slowly but
the unequal rapidity of motion of the1
two cylinders gives it the power to
grind easily the hardest drus such as
colchicum seed which is so hard that it
cannot be mashed wlth a heavy sledge

- Similar machines are novjf
used in our largo flour mills and they
possess the inestimable advantage of ex¬

tracting all tho nutritive elements of
the seed Instead of peeling away tho
husk and with it much of the most val ¬

uable portion of tho seeds such as the
phosphates

There are two other kinds of mills In
common use One consists of two Iron

which rub against each other and
arc used for bulky drugs while tho
other is needed especially for grinding
impalpably fine that is so flno that

the powder feels like a perfectly
smooth mass This is inclosed In an
iron casing and contains a vertical
wheel with protruding teeth or beaters
which throw the drug against an iron
netting called the screen Tho wheel
turns at the rate of 3000 revolutions
per minute

All of these grinding machines are
now in common use among manu-
facturing

¬

pharmacists and each
possesses advantages for certain pur-
poses

¬

but tho poor apothecary of
twenty five years ago was obliged to
grind nil his drugs as best he could in
his primitive hand mill or at best in a
chaser machine

Solid extracts are obtained in two
ways The old fashioned way and one
which is still in use is to subject tho
herbs to strong pressure until all of
the juices had been squeezed out This
liquid is then boiled down to about tho
consistency of honey About fifty
years ago the making of fluid extracts
began Four of them were
into the pharmacopoeia of 1850 The
original idea was that one minim of
the fluid should represent one grain of
the drug In this way the apothecary
could know exactly what quantity of

extract he would have to take to
obtain a certain quantity of active
medicinal properties Thisdlfliculty had
always been a stumbling block for tho
apothecary and strange to pay it was
not until after a great deal of experi-
menting

¬

that tho present simple sys-
tem

¬

of percolation was devised
Nowadays the ground dnig is put

into a glass or stone jar called percolan

wcv Sg
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It has an opening at the bottom covered
with a metal screen and filter paper
Upon the drug is injured pure alcohol
which in passing extracts all
the active properties and comes out as
a finished fiuid extract The solid ex-

tract may then be obtained by simple
evaporation While the process is a
simple one many details must be ob-

served
¬

especially as to the density of
the liquid

After all themcdicinal propertieshavc
been extracted the mass left in the per-
colator contains an increased ninount
of alcohol This residue is plued in
huge tanks and the alcohol is l edistillcd

recovered by heating This re-

covered
¬

alcohol is not howcer always
used for medicinal purposes as some
jnan- - acturers oeuevo that it im- -

n4r I A rt n 4mmpossible tc suftuati u wuijiiivj iiuiu
certain volatile substances contained in
the drugs It is claimed by experts
that the recovci ed alcohol always retains
a peculiar odor which is as easy to de-

tect as the smell of camphor
The making of tablets has dc eloped

into a complicated industry Tablets
are all the fashion nowadays Twenty
five years ago a dough was made and
tablet after tablet was pressed out by
hand and rolled through a sirup to give
it a sugar coating Machines are now
in use which make from 300 to 400 lab
lets per minute The dry powder flows
from a small rubber feed to a steel plate
which contains a hole the size of til
tablet As the powder fills tho hole a
punch from above shoots down and
presses it with terrific force Another
punch below the plate then throws the
pressed mass up and an attachment to
the feed pushes the tablet to the side at
the same moment that it refills the hole

The tablet is now finished except the
sugar coating For this piirpose a hol-
low vessel of Brobdingnngian dimen-
sions

¬

is provided A sirup is put in
with the tablets and the vessel starts to
revolve sometimes under a gentle np
plication of heat As the water evap

niiimiMnrr reading
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Tinder the machine The principle of wane Tablets are more popular

shape
the

mouth

escapes

hammer

plates

entered
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machine pillmaking are
foWer The pill is made from dough
which is rolled to any de-

sired up to one oiic hundredth of
inch with almost mathematical accu-
racy it between two boards
which approach means of an accu-
rate sciew dough is then pressed
into little round balls by concave cyl
indrical surfaces are pressed in

right angles Tho coating process it

similar to the employed wi nH
lets E
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The medle znfe ef SrwMMs accord- -

hiy to tho Loudoa News are passing
through a trial of much thaVnmo sort
as that which lately nfiliettd Iholr pro
ffissioual brethren in Cork They com- -

itpaln of tho Inadequate pay thoy re
ceive from tho societies formed by tho
workiner neonlc to secure medical at--
findnnco on the cooperative principle
In Brussels as In many places elso

xvhere tho poor club together for medi
cal aid and engage a practitioner who
attends them for a fee which is almost
purely nominal This might bo en-

dured and is endured on tho consider-
ation that tho insufficient offerings of
tho poor will bo made good by the
liberality of those who aro batter off in
tho world But that is just where
Brussels falls Tho well-to-d- o middle
Class has contrived to securo a-- footing
In tho mutuallst societies

Persons who are quite able to make
good the deficit in tho medical ex

helpto Increase it They como
In os poor men in such numbers that
tho unhappy practitioner hardly knows
whoroto look for his legitimate fee
lie has protested but his lost state is
worse than his first The protest was- -

addressed to tho off endera only and
they had no difficulty in persuading tho
vast majority of tho genuine working
class members to make common cause
with them

The doctors are the best abused per-
sons in Brussels just nqW and twenty1
of them have resigned their office in the
mutunllst societies As preludo to a
possible strike of doctors this seems to
signalize one of the most awful dangers
qf the time It would bo awkward
however if bv a mire coincidence of
course thq death rate should diminish
during tho continuation of the strike

MUSKMELON LITERATURE

The rrnlt Has Iorrucd tlio Theme of
Lovers and Writers

Muskmelons have played a part in
history They caused the fall of
Arqucs and led Mack to the capitula-
tion of Ulm One day says the Paris
Le Temps Abbo Bcrnis camo to dine
with the marquise do Pompadour who
was furious because tho maitro dhotel
hod forgotten to serve melon Shall I
get two muskmelons for you madame
Hcpaid two louis for them Delight-
ful said tho marquise My compli-
ments Monsieur lAbbe Bernls was
happy until the moment when the clock
struck his oye What makes you sad
abked the pompadour Oh madame
la marquise ho replied my friend
Malvtn and I have only one pair of
trousers for both of us and ho Is wait-
ing for it to go to dinner The pompa-
dour gave a pension of three hundred
thousand llvrcs and an abbey to blny
His friend became under the sam pn
tection archbishop of Lyons One
evening a strategist was explaining to
Bonaparte what ho should have done if
Mantua had not surrendered Bona-
parte asked You havo beeu In the
wars monsieur Tho strategist re
plied No but I havo read Polybius
Marshal Saxe and Chevalier Folard
Bonaparte said Oh you are learned
Do you know how to make melons
crrow Tho strategist exclaimcdt

General indignantly Bonaparte
continued You have read La Quln
tlnle Yes general the strategist
answered Yon do not know how to
make melons grow although you have
read La Qulntinie and yet you talk to
me about war because you havo read
Polybius
paid

Good day sir Bonaparte

SOME STAGE GAGS

Little Things That Jllndo a Variety Conio
diuns Auditors Lanjjh

As tho favorite comedian appeared
before the audience of a local variety
theater with tho limp so characteristic
of him there was a ripple of applause
The only way that ho could properly
Introduce himself was by singing a
song and he at pneo bravely complied
with the time honored custom says tho
Philadelphia Call

I wore a new pair of shoes the other
day ho nnnounced after the piano
playor had stoppec They didnt hurt
mv until I met policemen Then 1

cot pinched
Something else 1 nluct tell you he

continued I was sleeping in a ecllur
the other night when I woke up and
saw five mice playing poker They

deep in the game raising and
calling and raking in the chips Thoy
didnt notico a cat behind a barrel near
by but I did

Suddenly tho puss made a leap
The game ended with tho old
dtory everything went into the kitty

Spectacles In the olloctlon
A novel method of correcting a

clergymans mistakes in reading is re-

ported in the Church Review During
the collection after a sermon one Sun
day a gentleman in the copgregation
quietly took off his spectacles and
them on tho plate Tho church war
den courteously handed them back
supposing them to havt been put there
in absence of mind but the donor again
deposited them on tho plate and not
wishing to make scene the official
finished his duties and tho spectacles
wero duly presented with tho other
alms However after the service he
took them down to the donor
stranger and said ho feared thoy wore

Ju3rrlron hv mibtalcc stir--r
tho powder began to form the orates the sugar will precipitate and priso ou being assured that it was no

o circular motion tended coat the tablets with v onderful nccu- - mistake that tho clergyman who read
and tho prayer- - had made so many blun- -

nbe t ov r wu of clinic and racy evenness
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could not pec and so ho presented
with a pair Of spectacles

him

- A Cure for Slander
In Poland It was onco tho custom to

sentence all backbiters to go on all
fours and bark like a dog for the space
of a quarter of an hour This mode of
punishment was Introduced during the
reign of Charles V but It was soon
ahollshedras it had to bo applied so
frequently that his majestys reGt was
disturbed for the barking went on all s

the forenoon while tho courts were sitK

ting c -
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lute curofor side1 headache dys
pepsia sour stomach malaria
constipationttorpid liver piles
jaundice bilious fever bilious4--
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tha gentlest and happiest way and

with tho greatest certainty known to med-
ical

¬

acienco GERMETtTER removes from
system tho symptoms named above

giving strength in place of wcaknto Joy ¬

ous health in place of sickness
Thoro is no other remedy lie it and

that can work And then it is
a real pleasure to take it Little children
toko it with dilight and it cures like
magic 100 G 600 AH druggists

KU CURE YCU

SolJ by R C Hardwick druggist
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3 Curs for Impotence lota

Missions Spermatorrhea
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loss of Memory e Will
make you a STRONG Vigor
ous Man Price 100 0
Boxes 5 00
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Tne Old Tline Breakfast ot WlUch fceirly
Murrlixl Ones Partook

The old fashioned wedding breakfast
was a training in fortitude for others
besido tho says a London
journal It was the nurse of manly
virtues for some half dozen or more of
his friends Little do the unthinking
youths vho nowadays assemble at n
wedding to guy the best man sus ¬

pect that a generation ago a victim of
this description would not havo had to

his wolrd alone His woird
would have been dreed conjointly with
him by a second best a third best
down sometimes In a scalo
of excellenco to an eighth best man
To every bridesmaid there wag a

groomsman and to the youngest
groomsman there was a speech the re
Bponso to tho toast of the bridesmaids
health It was an effort of oratory de ¬

manding tact a demand
which we need not 6ay was very rarely
satisfied in tho youth would steer

between tho Scylla of shoop
ishnoss and the Charybdis of vulgar jocu ¬

larity and many were tho groomnmen
whom or other of these twin whirl
pools swept away But the survivors
nay oven the arose tho
stronger for their plunge

They had familiarized themselves in
the position of a bride-

groom
¬

often even assisting their iraagr
inative powers by a flirtation with their
allotted bridesmaids and thoy some ¬

times returned home nerved for futhra
feats of matrimonial darTng of whlcli
aneir uegenorato descendants sepm inf
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All the latest styles for fall and win-

ter
¬

These goods will be sold at J
less than their yalue

OPENING
AT- -

will havo display

One Hundred Pattern
Cordial invitations extended all Hats and Bonnets

MRS M LAVNE - Cor 9th and Main Sheets
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YOU CAM MAKE MONEY Sas5gSSSSSS5g5
ecause tney largest

liable commission merchants because they handle shipments quick
and to the best advantage for the shipper A trial shipment solicited Write
to them for quotations before shipping Specialties Eggs Butter Poultry
Fruits of kinds Beans Potatoes Onions Hay Grain jHeadquarters for
Furs Hides and Wool Capital 4000000 Liberal advances inade on con-
signments

¬
General correspondence solicited
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